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The Federalists made a lasting- impression
upon American institutions. They organized
the Senate, the House of Representatives and
the Federal Judiciary on plans that have con-
tinued to the present day, and they estab-
lished foreign and domestic policies that have
been followed by all administrations since
the days of Washington.
The Republican Party of 1801. For
twenty-five years the Anti-Federalists, under,
various names, held control of the govern-
ment. Among their most illustrious leaders
were Jefferson, Patrick Henry and George
Clinton. Before his election, Jefferson had
united his followers under the name Repub-
licans, and after his election this name was
applied to all factions which had united in
opposition to the Federalists. The name was
later changed to Democratic-Republican and
finally to Demo*craticj and under this name
the Democratic Party of which Jefferson was
the founder has existed to the present time.
During this period, however, a change oc-
curred in the general policy of the party.
Whereas it had come into power as the party
of the strict construction of the Constitution,
circumstances compelled it to disregard its
old principles at times and to interpret the
Constitution more liberally than the Federal-
ists ever had done, as in the expansion of
territory by the Louisiana Purchase and in
th« Embargo and Non-Intercourse acts.
The Democratic Party. From the elec-
tion of Jefferson in 1801, the Democratic
Party won every Presidential election, ex-
cept three, to 1860. These three exceptions
were the election of John Quincy Adams by
the National-Republicans in 1824, the elec-
tion of William Henry Harrison by the
Whigs in 1840, and the election of Zachary
Taylor by the same party in 1848.
Though Monroe's administration is known
as the "Era of Good Feeling," in reality party
dissension continued throughout this period,
and in fact became so bitter over the ques-
tions of tariff, internal improvements and the
interpretation of the Constitution, that a
large faction of the old party broke away
from its allegiance and formed a new party,
known as the National Republican, led by
John Quincy Adams and Henry Clay. Many
of the old Federalists supported the new
party, and its candidate, Adams, was elected
in 1824 over Andrew Jackson, the Demo-
cratic-Republican candidate. However, the
growing demand for a "people's President,"
 which was expressed in the popular candidacy
of Jackson, grew to such proportions that the
National Republicans were swept out of of-
fice, and Jackson was chosen President in
1828.
In 1832 all parties for the first time nomi-
nated their candidates for President at na-
tional conventions. Jackson was reflected,
but during his second administration the hold
of the Democrats on the government was de-
cidedly weakened through his open opposition
to the United States bank, which had become
an important part of the fiscal system of the
country. However, in 1836, the Democratic
candidate, Martin "Van Buren of New York,
was chosen President. Throughout Van Bur-
en's administration the influence of the Dem-
ocrats was constantly weakened, Congress
was almost evenly divided between Whigs
and Democrats, and the administration was
constantly harassed by its inability to secure
the passage of its measures.
The Democratic party had generally been
united on national issues, but in 1820 it began
to divide on the issue of slavery, the line being
sharply drawn at the passage of the Missouri
Compromise (which see). The issue became
more and more prominent at each succeeding
election, until the final break in 1860. The
union of many Southern Democrats with the
Whigs in 1840 carried the election in favor
of General Harrison. But in 1844 the Demo-
crats were successful, the chief issue of the
election being the annexation of Texas. This
was not accomplished, however, until after
the Mexican War, which tended still further
to divide both the leading parties along sec-
tional lines. In 1848 Zachary Taylor, the
Whig candidate, was chosen over Lewis Cass,
the Democratic nominee. Before this election
the party in New York had divided into two
wings known respectively as the Barnburners
and the Hunkers. The former united with
the Free-Soil party and in so doing gave the
electoral vote of New York to General Tay-
lor, which secured his election. The contro-
versy over slavery increased in bitterness with
«ach succeeding Congress. President Taylor
died in 1850 and was succeeded by Millard
Fillmore, who was anti-slavery in his senti-
ments. During Ms administration the slavery
question recurred in various forms, relating
to the admission of new states, the power of
Congress to restrict slavery in the territories,
and the obligation of free states to return
fugitive slaves to their owners. The most

